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New Jersey Coastal Heritage Trail, Intersection of County Roads 619 and 561
Alternate, Leeds Point, Atlantic County, New Jersey.

The town of Leeds Point, located south of the Great Bay of the Little Egg Inlet,
developed from a 1684 land grant from the crown to Daniel Leeds, a native of Leeds,
England. The town is representative of the fishing villages which lined the bay.

In 1681, Leeds was appointed to the prestigious position of the first Surveyor General
of West Jersey, Iater becoming a member of the Assembly as well as a member of
Lord Cornbury’s Council in 1704' However, he is perhaps best known for his yearly
almanacs, which he wrote between 1687 to 1716, continued by his two sons.? In
1698, Leeds surveyed the property awarded to him, and presumably settled there soon
after. Leed’s homeplace, a two-story masonry dwelling, still stands at the junction of
Moss Mill and Hammock Roads. The datestone reads 1814, though it has been
suggested that this refers to a later remodeling of an earlier structure.’

Leeds Point has always been a small hamlet, and has never been legally incorporated.
Gordon’s Gazetteer mentioned Leeds Point as a post village with "considerable trade”
and a population of 208. It was further described as "the principal one of a series of
fishing villages and hamlets along the bays and inlets from the south shore of the
Great Bay to Absecom [sic].” In 1850, one blacksmith, five merchants, and one hotel
keeper were conducting business in Leeds Point. By the turn of the century, Leeds
Point had grown to 250 residents and had "many firms engaged in oyster shipping”
and a population of 250.4

Located within the Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge, only the area along
Route 9 to the bay has developed. The new houses in this area, including Leeds
Point, Barrywood and Saddle Ridge Estates, seem far removed from the collection of
fishing piers and shanties near the water. An old stone house marks the turn down
Opyster Creek Road through the refuge, to the rustic fishing "viltage" of Gordon’s
description. During the summer season, the Oyster Creek Inn provides picturesque
dining and charter boats.
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